
   
 

Our goal in AVID is to help students learn to navigate and excel in school 
through sharpening their study and organizational skills, teaching them higher level questioning 
strategies, and facilitating an early awareness of college and career choices. AVID is offered 
7th – 12th grade in the NKC School District. 

 
Listed below are the main elements of the national AVID program and specifics of the AVID 

program at Antioch and New Mark Middle School. 
Binder & ebinder: 
All AVID students are expected to keep a 3-ring binder or ebinder. Students are provided a 
binder at the beginning of each school year but may choose to use their own personally bought 
binder or an online ebinder. The expectation is that they have just ONE binder for all 
classwork and the AVID organizational system is followed within the binder. There is a sample 
binder set up in the AVID classroom at all times for students to consult as needed. Student 
binders, along with the planner and C-Notes, will be graded on Fridays for an overall weekly 
academic grade worth 60 points. This is a major portion of the grade for the AVID class. 

 
Planner: 
All AVID students are required to keep some sort of a planner. Students will be required to 
write down assignments and a brief description of class content for each class each day 
electronically or analog. In addition, students are expected to show interaction with their 
planners by checking off work that has been completed and making necessary notations. The 
objective for the planners is that students develop a system for tracking their week and 
staying on top of due dates. On Thursdays, parents will be asked to sign the planner to show 
they have seen it and have discussed the school week with their student. 

 
Focused Notes: 
Students are expected to take Focused Notes in their classes throughout each week. This 
includes Cornell Notes, three-column notes, and other approved notetaking methods. Cornell 
Notes, in particular, are a focused note taking process that all teachers at Antioch and New 
Mark use as a part of their instruction. Two sets of Focused Notes, from any classes, are due 
in AVID class every Friday. Notetaking help students prepare for tests, quizzes, and projects 
that they have in all classes. Research shows that learning to take notes early gives students an 
advantage when they are faced with difficult academic topics later. 



Tutorials/Tutorial Request Forms: 
In the AVID class, students will be participating in tutorials, which is similar to higher level 
study groups. Tutorials consist of 5-7 students guiding each other through problem solving and 
questioning in a small group with a tutor (employees of the school district). Students are 
expected to come to class prepared for tutorials by bringing questions they have concerning 
content in their other classes that they find confusing or do not fully understand. Students do 
this by filling out a Tutorial Request Form (TRF) to bring to class each week. This form is 
essential for the students to have productive tutorial sessions. TRFs are worth 25 points and 
will be graded and entered as an academic grade each week. 

 
Plan of Improvement: 
AVID students are expected to have grades in all classes of C- or higher. Each grading period 
students who have a D or F in any classes will be placed on a Plan of Improvement. The plan is 
designed to support the student in making necessary changes to improve their grades. If a 
student does not improve their grades within one grading period, they will be placed on 
probation. If the grades have not improved to the required level by the following grading 
period, they will no longer be eligible to remain in AVID. 

 
WICOR: 
AVID’s toolbox is called WICOR or Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization, and Reading. 
By pairing these strategies with students who desire to be successful, AVID gives kids the 
tools and inspires them to aim high to reach their goals. The AVID.ORG website has additional 
information about the program at a national level, including videos of AVID students in action. 

 
Homework: 
The AVID contract specifies that students will do homework each night. This is to encourage 
the continued development of good study skills and habits. As students take more advanced 
classes, they will have already established strong work habits. Homework can be schoolwork, 
studying for tests and quizzes, working on organization, reading time, or exploring a topic of 
interest or confusion. 

 
Enrichment Activities: 
Guest speakers, in AVID class, help students learn about life after high school and gives them 
the opportunity to explore career options. AVID encourages students to work collaboratively 
with others through team building activities. 7th and 8th graders take part in 2-3 field trips 
each school year. The field trip are to local colleges and universities and career centers. Our 
students give back to a variety of organizations through community service awareness projects. 
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